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POPULAR PETITION FOR THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY

 Campaign against the chemical-caused health effects

Popular Petition addressed to the:

President of the European Commission Romano Prodi

European commissar for Health Care and Clients Protection, David Byrne
European Commissar for the Environment, Margot Wallstrom 

President of the Republic of Italy, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi
Italian Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi

Ministry of Health, Girolamo Sirchia

Ministry of Environment, Altero Matteoli

Ministry of Health  for the pare opportunities, Stefania Prestigiacomo
Ministry of Health of Welfare and Social policies, Roberto Maroni

Ministry of Education, University and Research, Letizia Moratti

Regional Governors of Health and Environment 

All over the world, as well as in Italy, an increasing number of people of different age and social classes suffer from serious environmental diseases. Some of them are now sensitive even to small amounts of chemical substances and irritating products usually present in the environment. They suffer from a serious illness known as Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS). MCS might arise at any age, either after an acute poisoning or a chronic low-level exposure to one or more chemical compounds.

Regardless of witch chemical compound caused the initial reaction, MCS persons become intolerant to many other chemical present, even in traces, in the environment. Problematic chemical include volatile organic compounds, petrochemicals, solvents, paints, fuel gas (from cars, fireboxes, chimneys, factories, etc.), industrial and electromagnetic pollution, plastic products, washing soaps, deodorants, air fresheners, perfumes, building materials, furniture, insecticides, pesticides, disinfectants, teeth fillings, drugs, anaesthetics, additives, dyes, preservatives, artificial flavourings, artificial sweeteners, MSG, etc.

Moreover, seriously ill persons, because of the badly inflamed olfactory nerve, become incapable of tolerating natural smelly compounds (terpenes). As a consequence, their problems in everyday life dramatically increase.

MCS symptoms are often disabling and can damage the: central nervous system, immune system, lungs, heart, renal system, digestive system, endocrine system, muscular-skeletal system and porphyrin metabolism. 

The toxic immunological reactions provoked by exposure to chemical compounds may vary from pseudo-allergic reactions (skin irritations and inflammations, irritation of the eyes, nose, ears, throat resulting in breathing difficulty or asthma) to serious inflammations that may affect the breathing system, brain or stomach. Resulting symptoms include neurological reactions (insomnia, mental confusion, momentary lapse of short and long term memory, complete loss of short term memory, reduction in the power of concentration, lack of co-ordination, loss of balance, headache, epilepsy, convulsions, bodily pain, burning sensations,  olfactory, visual and acoustic hypersensitivity, photophobia), digestive reactions (nausea, emesis, stomach-ache, diarrhea, food intolerance), cardiovascular reactions (tachycardia, arrhythmia, blood pressure changes) and muscular reactions (chronic fatigue, spasms and contractions, weakness).

As time goes by, symptoms become chronic and, lacking an effective treatment, the disease can cause permanent damage to the central nervous system, kidneys, liver, lungs, immune system and circulatory system, ultimately resulting in cessation of function, end organ damage, haemorrhage, leukaemia, cancer and strokes. 

There is no cure for MCS, which is a chronic disease. The only useful treatment is to completely avoid chemical substances (which is a very difficult task in our polluted society). As a consequence, MCS persons live a chronically debilitated condition, causing serious financial, occupational, cultural, health and social consequences that also affect MCS persons’ life-style at home.

In the USA, MCS is recognized as a pathology by many organizations; “MCS” is recognized by the Americans with Disabilities Act, Social Security Administration, U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development, Environmental Protection Agency as well as by other local, state and federal government agencies and courts. Also, in Germany, MCS is acknowledged by the National Health System and is identified by several codes, such as the T78.4 law for MCS: "nicht näher bezeichnete Allergie, allergiche. Reaktion o.n.A und Überempfindlichkeit o.n.A"; T88.7 für Amalgam-Probleme; T59.2 für Formaldehyd; T60 für Pestizide und Holzschutzmittel.
Most chemically ill people belong to one of the following groups: * people working in factories, laboratories, research institutes, and craft or film-development laboratories;* teachers, pupils, office and hospital staff where there is no natural ventilation; * victims of industrial or chemical accidents; * people leaving near polluted areas (air, water, earth); * others subject to multiple chemical compounds in consumer products, food and medicines; * and finally, soldiers in war zones.

Today, those who become victim of MCS in Italy live under a condition of "invisible disability", both because his/her disease is unknown to most and because his/her constant reaction to chemical compounds is considered socially unacceptable and irritating (one should never forget that such compounds may absolutely be innocuous for normal people). 
MCS persons live a disability four times more severe  than any other, because: 
1. S/he cannot have any medical assistance for various reasons: firstly, because such a disease is not wholly acknowledged in Italy; and secondly, because no suitable institutes exist for both its diagnosis and treatment. Because of the widespread use of detergents, disinfectants and smelly products in general, people with MCS cannot turn either to public or private institutes for hospitalization, nor can they benefit as others do from first aid assistance in case of emergency. Moreover, hospital staffs know nothing about MCS (just think of the fact that either the wrong anaesthesia or an inappropriate antibiotic could result in death);

2. S/He may be forced to retire from work because of the chemical barriers s/he has to face. Some of the chemical compounds present in the work place include passive smoke, cleaning products, room air fresheners, antifungicides in the ventilation system, perfumed personal care products used by colleagues, insecticides, and outgassing from furniture, wall-paper, etc. Since MCS still is not legally acknowledged as  a serious and incapacitating disease, people with MCS are usually deprived from most forms of economic support, surviving without salary, pension, or other kinds of monetary assistance to help them cope with their financially crippling disease;

3. S/He must fight an everyday battle for survival, even inside his/her own home. Even if one tries to eliminate “outgassing” from sources such as furniture and wallpaper that emit volatile compounds, to avoid all kinds of renovation work, and to use unscented detergents and other products, the ill person still must protect her/himself from the neighbors’ who use scented products, paints with solvents, air fresheners, insecticide, pesticides, scented detergents on clothes hung outdoor, cigarette smoke in stairways and balconies etc.  Though common, these same activities represent for the MCS person the start for a serious crisis that cannot be avoided by simply shutting the windows. Small residues of such chemicals are often enough to arouse reactions. 

4. Lack of understanding of MCS also results in social isolation of those afflicted with MCS. Although MCS persons sometimes receive final support from friends and parents, they rarely succeed in getting these people to understand that it is impossible for an afflicted person to tolerate the presence of people who have just had their hair styled, smoked, or used the many widely available scented products such as shampoo, soap, detergent, deodorant, perfume, etc.

5. For these reasons, MCS persons often fall victim to serious misunderstandings and condemnations, with people believing that the problem “is in their minds,” despite scientific studies to the contrary. 

As a result, people with MCS live under a condition of physical, social and emotional isolation. 

Examples of minimal everyday actions that become an unbearable problem only for MCS persons:

1. If a person with MCS needs to go to hospital S/he risks his/her life because of the inadequacy of the hospital environment and the lack of knowledge of the medical staff;

2. If a water-pipe breaks in an MCS person’s house, letting a plumber come in becomes an impossibility because of the smell of both the plumber’s personal care products and the repair materials;

3. Even if, thanks to special modifications of the ventilation system, the ill person should succeed in using the car, s/he could not turn to mechanics for repairs or fill up by her/himself;

4. Sometimes it is also difficult buying food because shops (even health food stores) are full of highly irritating scented products, the smell of which often persists on the food and the packaging long after leaving the store.

Finally, it should be emphasized that today the only successful strategy for improving the living conditions of MCS persons would be them to totally avoid contact with offending chemical compound, according to  Dr. Grace Ziem. “ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL PLAN FOR CHEMICALLY SENSITIVE PATIENTS “ (2001).
In the United States it has been demonstrated that adequate legislation eliminating chemical barriers allow many who suffer from MCS to continue working at their jobs and to live less restrictive lives. 

On the contrary, in Italy, where MCS is not even acknowledged by the National Health Care System, MCS persons are very often victim of both incorrect diagnosis and therapies that dramatically worse their conditions.

Italian MCS persons demand:
1)  The National Health Services to recognize Multiple Chemical Sensitivity as a legitimate illness that is financially covered under the system, and to accept international acknowledged diagnostic procedures for MCS;
2) The FOUNDATION of a National Institute for the Diagnosis of Environmental Illness and Care for those suffering from MCS, and the acknowledgement of and acceptance of MCS as legitimate illness by U.S.L. and hospital. 
3) Timely Financial Indemnity for those no longer capable of working (early pension, disability checks, civil disability and advance pension, accompanying pension) for the people diagnosed with MCS, retroactive to the time when they ceased working or were so diagnosed.

4) PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT of individuals with light to moderate cases of sensitivity to work and attend school in public places with adequate accommodations. 
5) REIMBURSEMENTS FOR CARES, e.g., air purification for living areas, medicines and diagnostic studies (as in Germany and in the U.S.A ), specific organic foods, products for personal care and  house cleaning, and assistance in personal care when the individual requires outside help, as well as support from social health services. 

6) specific dwellings, be set aside by Demesne, Areas or Councils for use only by people with environmental illness. These dwellings would satisfy the patients’ needs for more isolated habitat so that they can avoid chemical exposures. Avoidance for a person with MCS is equivalent to a life-saving drug for other individuals.  

7) proclamation in May of the week for increasing the awareness of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity, including information on prevention and continuing education, and encouraging modifications of work and study environmental. 
A delay in the assistance, treatment, and prevention is not socially acceptable in a nation that considers itself civil and modern, and that accepts the laws regulating citizens’ rights to their own treatment and health protection!

Those who sign this petition agree support the above Italian MCS demands that will be made to various relevant institutions and they allow the use of their personal details for both supporting such a petition and receiving information through the A.M.I.C.A. association: 

	First Name


	Family name
	Address
	Day
	Signature


Please, send signed sheets for the popular petition for the acknowledgement of the Multiple Chemical Sensitivity to A.M.I.C.A. - Associazione Malati da Intossicazione Cronica e/o Ambientale - Casella Postale 3131 – 00121 Roma
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http://digilander.libero.it/mcsdonatella/
POPULAR PETITION FOR THE ACKNOLEDGMENT OF THE

MULTIPLE CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY

Social Campaign against health chemical damages 

Please, support Italy against MCS by signing your name – Popular Petition, organized by the A.M.I.C.A association, will be forwarded to relevant organizations:

	FIRST NAME


	FAMILY NAME


	ADDRESS
	Day


	SIGNATURE



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


I agree to the use of my personal information favouring this petition in order to receive information from the A.M.I.C.A association.

Please, send to: MCS – Petizione Popolare -  ASSOCIAZIONE A.M.I.C.A. –  C. P. 3131 – 00121 – Rome

