
 

Below is a lobby letter forwarded by Margaret Crumpton of the  Australian Chemical Trauma Alliance  – if you agree with the content, it would be appreciated if you could  complete  same  and forward on to  Minister of Health Mr. Abbott and other appropriate Members  of Parliament.   
Alternatively, you may wish to write your own letter.  
Thank you, Diana Buckland

Name:

Address:

The Hon. Tony Abbott, MP

Minister for Health

Parliament House

CANBERRA.   ACT.  2600

(EMAIL:  Tony.Abbott.MP@aph.gov.au    )

Dear Minister


RE: DISABILITY ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE FACILITIES

In Australia, most chemicals are not adequately assessed for human safety; this is also the case in other parts of the world.  Enquiries into chemical pollution and regulation in the UK (UK Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution 24th Report) indicate that a reasonable toxicological database only exists for a small percentage of the 100,000 or so man-made chemicals in existence.    Many of these are now common in our air, food, water, environment and our homes.   It is clear from the growing body of research that exposure to chemicals is causing avoidable disease,  disability and death in the community and regulation needs to be much more stringent than is currently the case e.g. European Union.

Cosmetics are not well regulated in Australia; many ingredients are carcinogens, neurotoxins, allergens, respiratory irritants and defatting agents.  While these may only be present in small amounts, the mixture i.e. whole formulation needs to be taken into account as the combined effect of individual ingredients can be greatly multiplied.  This is particularly true of fragranced products that are largely mixtures of solvents and potentially very dangerous to everyone, not just susceptible populations.

Just about everything is fragranced these days; fragrances are not confined to cosmetics and other personal care products but can also be found in paper tissues, detergents and many other consumer products.  While I believe these are contributing to the overall rate of allergy, respiratory disease, heart disease and cancer, they are also the cause of lost work time, lost school time and loss of human resources in the community.  The fragrance issue is exactly the same as the cigarette smoke issue, i.e. the right of someone to clean air and a safe environment as opposed to the right of someone else to pollute with very nasty toxic substances that are likely to be carcinogenic. The safety and strength of fragranced products is very questionable.  Fragrances are now so strong they are discernable in neighbouring properties from personal care products such as toilet soap, shampoo, talc, perfume, the burning of essential oils, laundry products and the use of disinfectants and detergents.  Simply living next door to a person who uses a lot of fragranced products can destroy one’s health, enjoyment of property and quality of life.  Fragrances should not be discernable any more than an arm’s length from the source and they should not be discernable many years after application to fabrics and furnishings.  

While chemicals are assessed to ensure their safe use, there are no proper quality assurances in place to determine the efficacy of the risk assessment process.  There are no databases established to gather reports of adverse reactions to consumer products or specific chemicals.  There is no education of the general public to alert them that the products they are using can affect their health.  Health care professionals are not educated to diagnose or treat chemical reactions.  Instead, when we seek medical assistance we are told we have psychological problems.    Once this is on our medical record we are not taken seriously in our attempts to obtain health care.  We can then be treated inappropriately and in some cases, individuals have been regarded as neurotic and serious disease such as cancer has been missed.

I call on you as Minister for Health to:- 

1.  Ensure that health care and associated facilities are free of fragrances and other strong chemicals so that those with allergy and chemical sensitivity have equity of access, which should be our basic human right under UN Charters;

2. That you engage in meaningful consultation with support groups who deal with chemical illness and injury and individuals who are sufferers, and 

3. That you establish a Royal Commission into the regulation and use of chemicals and their impacts on human health and the environment as per the UK Royal Commission and the European Union White Paper.

Yours sincerely,

Signed:

Date:

